
 

 

 

Predict-K “Tip of the Month” 
 

  

  

Closure Stress vs Time Graphic  

 
Predict-K is a product of the Stim-Lab Inc. Proppant Consortium which gives the software a number 
of advantages.  Predict-K’s model and database is consistently updated based on the testing 
performed by the Proppant Consortium, and this testing is directed by Stim-Lab personnel in close 
cooperation with operators and service companies who complete and produce wells on a day-to-day 
basis.  This cooperation ensures that the testing driving Predict-K’s development is specifically 
targeted to address the current industry needs.  Additionally, it means that a new version of Predict-K 
is released about every 6 months in conjunction with the Proppant Consortium meetings.  Typically, 
the updates are posted to the Consortium website by early March and August. 

The Predict-K version that was introduced at the Consortium meeting this past February included a 
new feature requested by the Proppant Consortium membership in addition to the other model and 
database changes that were made. Since the introduction of the Predict-K production simulator, 
closure stress on the proppant pack has been calculated by the model to allow for the various 
calculations that Predict-K must perform.   In production analysis mode, the closure stress at each 
time step has been available in the width report, but many members wanted a more straightforward 
way to find the stress value. 
 

 



 
In response to this request, a new graph was made available in production analysis mode which plots 
closure stress on the proppant pack versus producing time.  Predict-K users can now quickly 
determine the stress that a proppant pack has been or will be exposed to in order to help determine 
the type of proppant that will give the best performance under those conditions or explain the 
difference in production performance that was predicted.  Once the production engine is run, the plot 
is also copied to other analysis modes for quick reference when making comparison of baseline and 
dynamic conductivity. 
 

 
 
 
At the Consortium meeting that will be held this August 4th and 5th in San Antonio, a new version of 
Predict-K will also be released with exciting new changes.  Be sure to update to the newest version 
when it becomes available after each meeting to ensure that you can use all of the available features 
and take advantage of the proppant database and model updates as well. 

  

These Predict-K tips are emailed so they can be easily forwarded to others that may not be on the email distribution 
list.  We hope you enjoy these tips and find them useful, but if you would like to be removed from this list please click the 
Unsubscribe link below.  A new email will be created using your default email client.  If the link does not work for you 
simply reply to this email with 'Unsubscribe' in the subject line and you will be removed from the list.  If this email was 
forwarded to you and you would like to be added to the distribution list, please forward this email to 
Chris.Williams@corelab.com with 'Subscribe' in the subject line. 
Unsubscribe from Predict-K Tip of the Month 
 
To view our series of Predict-K training videos please go to:  http://www.corelab.com/stimlab/training-videos 

To view the Predict-K Tip of the Month archive please go to:  http://www.corelab.com/stimlab/predictk-tip-of-the-month 
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